THE    ROSE    AND    THE    R I N (I

crown diamonds are uncommonly fine, and I shall
never have any use for them. I will live and die
unmarried like Queen Elizabeth, and, of course, I
shall leave my crown to Giglio when I quit this world.
Let us go and see them married, my dear Fairy, let
me say one last farewell to him; and then, if you
please, I will return to ray own dominions.'*

So the Fairy kissed Rosalba with peculiar tenderness,
and at once changed her \vand into a very comfortable
coach-and-four, with a steady coachman, and two
respectable footmen behind, and the Fairy and Rosalba
got into the coach, which Angelica and Bulbo en-
tered after them. As for honest Bulbo, he was blubber-
ing in the most pathetic manner, quite overcome
by Rosalba5s misfortune. She was touched by the
honest fellow's sympathy, promised to restore to
him the confiscated estates of Duke Padella his father,
and created him, as he sat there in the coach, Prince,
Highness, and First Grandee of the Crim Tartar
Empire. The coach moved on, and, being a fairy
coach, soon came up with the bridal'procession.

Before the ceremony at church it was the custom
in Paflagonia, as it is in other countries, for the bride
and bridegroom to sign, the Contract of Marriage,
which was to be witnessed by the Chancellor,
Minister, Lord Mayor, and principal officers of state.
Now, as the royal palace was being painted and fur-
nished anew, it was not ready for the reception of
the King and his bride, who proposed at first to take
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